SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

NOVEMBER 5, 2007

The Special Town Meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM by Moderator James Thomas, who declared a quorum present in the Middleborough High School Auditorium.
Everyone then stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Moderator then asked the members if anyone wished to challenge anyone that may be an unregistered voter.  No challenges were made at this time.  He then asked everyone, except the Police Chief, to turn off all cell phones and pagers.

He then informed the meeting that the warrant was property served.  
Voted unanimously to take the simple majority votes by voice, and to only take a counted vote when the vote is in doubt.
The Moderator then explained to the meeting that all speakers are to be recognized by him, and that anyone wishing to “call” a question is to use the microphone, and those who are speaking are to be treated with courtesy and respect.
Voted unanimously to allow the Town Manager Stephen Lombard, the Town Accountant Steven Dooney, and Ted Lang, the retired C.O.A. Director, to speak if necessary, as they are non residents of the town.

A motion made and seconded to take Article 25 out of order, passed with a unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 25:  Voted unanimously to name the committee established under Article 1 of the June 4, 2007, session of the May 21, 2007, Annual Town Meeting the “Citizens Environmental Health Impact Committee”.

Further voted unanimously that two (2) additional At-Large members, with appropriate health or environmental background, to be appointed by the Moderator, until October 10, 2008, and that the expiration of all appointments that any successor appointments, shall be for a period of three (3) years.

ARTICLE 1:  

Voted by a majority vote to transfer the sum of $21,319.00 from Free Cash, in order to supplement the building department for the fiscal Year 2008 to be distributed as follows.  
	Dept. Name/ No.
	Acct. No
	AMOUNT
	Comments

	Building Department - 241
	511137
	6,915.00
	Building Commissioner

	Building Department - 241
	511139
	4,060.00
	Plumbing & Gas Inspector

	Building Department - 241
	511140
	4,848.00
	Wiring Inspector

	Building Department - 241
	511104
	5,496.00
	Reg. Pay Clerical


Board of Selectmen Recommended Favorable Action
A motion made and seconded to amend the budget for Dept. 193 by adding $10,000.00 for custodial was defeated by a majority vote.

Voted by a majority vote to transfer the sum of $ 1,685.00 from Free Cash, in order to supplement the Administrative office department for the fiscal Year 2008 to be distributed as follows.  

	Dept. Name/ No.
	Acct. No
	AMOUNT
	Comments

	Administrative office dept 193
	524100
	1,685.00
	Ceiling/equipment repair in Treasurer/collector


Voted by a majority vote to add $47,500.00 to the Library budget, making the total to be transferred $56,106.00

Finance Committee Recommended Unfavorable Action

Voted by a majority vote to transfer the sum of $ 56,106.00 from Free Cash, in order to supplement the Library department for the fiscal Year 2008 to be distributed as follows.  

	Dept. Name/ No.
	Acct. No
	AMOUNT
	Comments

	Library - Dept. 610
	524100
	15,606.00
	Building Mtce.


 



          511104

        30,100.00   Reg Pay Clerical PT





          521200

          7,000.00   Bldg Lighting




          534300


  800.00   Postage




          535000

          1,000.00   Equipment Mtce 



                     542100

             300.00   Office & Stationery




          542800


  500.00   Library Supplies





          545000


  500.00  Custodial & Housekeeping




            558900


  300.00  Non-Print Materials
Voted by a majority vote to transfer the sum of $ 58,601.20 from Free Cash, in order to supplement the Unclassified department for the fiscal Year 2008 to be distributed as follows.  

	Dept. Name/ No.
	Acct. No
	AMOUNT
	Comments

	Unclassified - 950
	005781
	40,000.00
	Reserve Fund

	Unclassified - 950
	519700
	6,031.20
	Sick Leave Buy Back

	Unclassified - 950
	519700
	12,570.00
	Sick Leave Buy Back


Voted unanimously to transfer the sum of $ 41,525.00 from Free Cash, in order to supplement the Veterans department for the fiscal Year 2008 to be distributed as follows.  

	Dept. Name/ No.
	Acct. No
	AMOUNT
	Comments

	Veteran's Services - Dept. 543
	577000
	$41,525.00
	Medical Cash Aid


Board of Selectmen Recommended Approval

A motion made and seconded to add $38,404.00 for the Executive Director’s position bringing the total supplement request for the Council on Aging, to $47,337.20 passed by a majority vote.

Voted by a majority vote to transfer the sum of $ 47,337.20 from Free Cash, in order to supplement the Council On Aging department for the fiscal Year 2008 to be distributed as follows.  

	Dept. Name/ No.
	Acct. No
	AMOUNT
	Comments

	COA  - Dept. 541
	511168
	$2,362.80
	Head Cook

	COA  - Dept. 541
	511169
	$902.00
	Assistant Cook

	COA  - Dept. 541
	511170
	$5,668.40
	Kitchen Aide


COA  - Dept  541                         511143

                   38,404.00   Executive Director

A motion made and seconded to add and additional 15,586.50, for a total of 21,286.50, to line item 511101, Reg. Pay Clerical in the Treasurer & Collector Office, failed by a majority vote.

A motion made and seconded to transfer the sum of $ 5,700.00 from Free Cash, in order to supplement line item 511101 in the Treasurer/Collector department for the fiscal Year 2008 failed by a majority vote. 

Voted by a majority vote to transfer the sum of $ 287,500.00 from Free Cash, in order to supplement the Debt Service department for the fiscal Year 2008 to be distributed as follows.  

	Dept. Name/ No.
	Acct. No
	AMOUNT
	Comments

	Debt. Service - Dept. 710
	591000
	$287,500.00
	Maturing Principal


Voted by a majority vote to transfer the sum of $ 4,816.04 from Free Cash, in order to supplement the Fire Department for the fiscal Year 2008 to be distributed as follows.  

	Dept. Name/ No.
	Acct. No
	AMOUNT
	Comments

	Fire Dept. - Dept. 220
	513100
	$3,246.04
	Overtime Pay

	Fire Dept. - Dept. 220
	511137
	$1,570.00
	Extra Duty


A motion made and seconded to amend Article 1 to increase the Assessor’s budget line item 511101, Reg Pay Clerical by $9,382.00 from Free Cash passed by a majority vote.
Voted to indefinitely postpone the amendment of $9,382.00 by a majority vote.

By a counted vote of yes, 125 and no, 59, it was voted to reduce the Health & Life Insurance budget, Dept 919.517400.0.0 by $725,000.00.
Further voted unanimously the monies as indicated between ledger totals within the same department to adjust that departments budget as follows.

	
	Department name/No.
	Account No.
	Amount
	Comments

	From
	Water - Dept. 450
	592500
	$21,568.38
	Interest on Temporary Notes

	To
	Water - Dept. 450
	591500
	$21,568.38
	Interest on Debt

	
	
	
	
	

	From
	Water-dept 450
	61.3214.00
	$50,000.00
	Reserve for Water Development

	To
	Water-dept 450
	538700
	$50,000.00
	Water Exploration

	From
	Election & Registration - Dept. 162
	573200
	$24,023.96
	Other Charges and Expenses

	To
	Election & Registration - Dept. 162
	511108
	$4,209.18
	Election Officers

	
	
	511109
	$15,061.84
	Election Police Offers

	
	
	511163
	$476.00
	Custodial

	
	
	530400
	$602.13
	Computer Service

	
	
	534300
	$94.63
	Postage

	
	
	542500
	$2,755.00
	Printing

	
	
	542900
	$825.18
	Sundry Expenses


ARTICLE 2:  Voted unanimously to raise and appropriate from Free Cash the sum of            $ 8,105.42 in order to pay unpaid bills from prior Fiscal years as follows:
	Information Technology - Dept. 155     
	77.63
	Core Business Technologies

	
	1,297.47
	Danka

	
	168.28
	WB Mason

	Veterans Department
	97.27
	Hannaford’s

	Town Manager - Dept. 123
	30.00
	Mass. Municipal Association

	
	5,915.00
	Robinson & Cole

	Fire Department - Dept. 220
	40.67
	Town of Middleboro

	
	95.75
	Town of Middleboro

	
	383.35
	Town of Middleboro

	
	
	


ARTICLE 3:  Voted unanimously to transfer $12,832.00 from the income from the sales of gas and electricity to the Assessors for the purpose of fixing the tax rate for Fiscal Year 2008.

ARTICLE 4:  Voted unanimously to postpone this article indefinitely.
Voted unanimously to delete the words “unpaid bills from previous fiscal years” from Article 5.  Also, voted by a majority vote to pay the following bills from the IT budget.

ARTICLE 5:  Voted by a majority vote to pay from the IT budget the following:

Assessors

314.50

RMS Danka


Police Dept.
        4,794.17

Sungard
ARTICLE 6:  Voted by a majority vote to transfer $36,988.03 from Free Cash to pay the following cost related to the July 28, 2007 Special Town Meeting.

Middleborough Public School            $  2,551.00  (Custodial & Clerical Services)
Laidlaw Educational Services     
     $15,680.00  (Busing Services)

Roger Brunelle (reimbursement)
     $     715.99  (misc. Supplies)

Council on Aging Budget           
     $     872.04  (Van Personnel and related cost)          

Police Department Budget         
     $  8,999.00  (Security Services)  

Selectmen Budget                              $  8,170.00  (Printing)

Finance Committee Recommended Favorable Action

ARTICLE 7: Voted unanimously to indefinitely postpone this article.
A motion to amend Article 8 to a sum of $375,000.00 was defeated by a majority vote.

ARTICLE 8:  Voted by a majority vote to transfer $748,863.00 from Free Cash to the School Department 300 for Fiscal Year 2008.
ARTICLE 9:  By a counted vote of yes, 89, and no 29, it was voted to transfer $81,052.08 from Free Cash for legal services of Attorney Dennis Whittlesey.
A motion made and seconded to reconsider Article 2 at this time, passed with a majority vote, as there are additional unpaid bills to be paid.
A motion made and seconded to add “subject to approval of the Board of Selectmen” to Article 2, in reference to these unpaid bills, passed by a majority vote. 

ARTICLE 2: voted to transfer the sum of $52,370.00 from Free Cash in order to pay the following unpaid bills from prior fiscal years, subject to approval of the Board of Selectmen.   




$12,240.00
Weston & Sampson




$40,130.00
Weston & Sampson

ARTICLE 10:  Voted by a majority vote to transfer $200,000.00 from the Wastewater Enterprise System Unreserved/Retained Earnings, to Account 529000 Sludge Disposal.
Finance Committee Recommended Unfavorable Action

ARTICLE 11:  Voted by a majority vote to transfer $14,581.11 from the Wastewater Enterprise System Unreserved/Retained Earnings to pay accumulated buy back sick leave for John M. Sylvia.
ARTICLE 12: Voted by a majority vote to transfer from $58,507.50 from Free Cash to pay accumulated buy back sick leave for the following Departments: 

Conservation Commission

$22,260.00  (Rosemarie Correia)

Fire Department


$36,247.50  (M. Thomas Matthews)

ARTICLE 13:  Voted by a majority vote to transfer $3,900.00 from Free Cash to update the town-wide fixed asset accounting system for capital assets.
ARTICLE 14:  Voted by a majority vote to transfer $2,900.00 from Free Cash, to update the town-wide fixed asset accounting system for infrastructure assets. 

Voted by a majority vote to amend Article 15, to include “subject to the approval of the Board of Selectmen”.

ARTICLE 15: Voted by a majority vote to transfer $15,000.00 from Free Cash to pay for the attorney and administration cost for the Cable Franchise Negotiation Committee and authorize the Committee, subject to the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to expend these funds for the purpose intended, 
ARTICLE 16:  No action was taken on this article.
ARTICLE 17:  By a counted vote of yes, 53 and no 39, it was voted to indefinitely postpone this article.
At this time the quorum was questioned, and a count of those still in attendance revealed that 113 people were still in attendance.

ARTICLE 18:  Voted unanimously to authorize the Board of Selectmen to grant an easement to Verizon New England, Inc. for transmission and/or distribution of telecommunications with regard to the Town property at 219 North Main Street in Middleboro, Massachusetts on such terms as the Board of Selectmen approve.

ARTICLE 19:  Voted unanimously to ratify and confirm acceptance by the Board of Selectmen of a water main easement from Middleboro Overseas Veterans, Inc., and acceptance by the Municipal Light Board of a gas main easement from the Middleboro Overseas Veterans, Inc. with respect to land on Courtland Street and Station Street.

ARTICLE 20:  Voted unanimously to indefinitely postpone this article.
ARTICLE 21:  Voted unanimously to indefinitely postpone this article.
ARTICLE 22:  Voted unanimously to indefinitely postpone this article.
ARTICLE 23:  Voted unanimously to accept Indian Meadow Road as a Town way as laid out by the Board of Selectmen and to authorize the Selectmen to acquire by eminent domain or by gift the fee in the way as shown on the road layout plan, on file with the Town Clerk entitled “’Indian Meadow Road’ – Roadway layout – Plan of Land in Pine Meadows II Subdivision – Middleborough, MA”, dated June 12, 2007, drawn by SITEC, Inc.  
Planning Board Recommended Favorable Action

ARTICLE 24:  Voted unanimously to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept a gift of land located in Colarusso Woods Subdivision and shown as lot 2266 on Assessors Map 99 on such terms and conditions as the Board of Selectmen determines.
ARTICLE 25:  There were no appointments or reports of any committees at this time.
Voted unanimously to dissolve the meeting at 10:50 PM.

Signed,

EILEEN S. GATES

Town Clerk
